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duced. Weigert’s fibrin method, of course, is familiar, and is part of 
ordinary laboratory technique; nevertheless, some of the illustrations 
in which it has been employed are exceedingly beautiful. It might, 
perhaps, have been advantageous to have introduced a few plates show¬ 
ing the specific reactions of certain degeneration products, such as the 
amyloid substance with gentian violet, or mucin with thionin. Yon 
Gieson’s stain does not appear to have been employed as frequently as 
the beauty of its results would warrant. 

As for the text, but little can be said ; it is clear and concise, and 
presents the present status of the subject about as well as it could be 
presented within these limits. Professor Hektoen has gone over it 
carefully, and his additions, while not nearly as numerous as we could 
have desired from him, are all of considerable value. J. S. 


A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Skin, for the Use of 
Students and Practitioners. By James Nkvins Hyde, A.M., M.D., 
Professor of Skin, Genito-urinary, and Venereal Diseases, Rush Medical 
College, Chicago; Dermatologist to the Presbyterian, Augustana, and 
Michael Reese Hospitals of Chicago; and Consulting Dermatologist to 
the Chicago Hospital for Women and Children; and Frank Hugh 
Montgomery, M.D., Assistant Professor of Skin, Genito-urinary, and 
Venereal Diseases, Rush Medical College, Chicago; Professor of Skin 
and Venereal Diseases, Chicago Clinical School; Attending Physician 
for Skin and Venereal Diseases, St. Elizabeth Hospital, Chicago. Fifth 
revised and enlarged edition, illustrated with 3 engravings and 24 plates 
in colors and monochrome. Philadelphia and New York : Lea Brothers & 
Co., 1900. 

The esteem in which this standard treatise is held by the profession 
is amply attested by the fact that another edition has been found 
necessary two years after the appearance of the fourth. Although the 
changes are comparatively unimportant, owing to the brief period 
which has elapsed since the fourth edition was issued, the revision has 
been done in no perfunctory fashion, alterations and additions being 
plentifully scattered throughout the book, bringing it fully up to date. 
Two new chapters have been added—one on Porokeratosis, that very 
curious affection to which Mibelli first called attention, and one on 
Blastomycetic Dermatitis—a subject of great and apparently growing 
importance, both from a clinical and pathological stand-point, and one 
upon which the authors speak with authority. The value of the volume 
has been materially enhanced by the addition of a number of full-page 
illustrations, which are excellent examples of the fidelity with which 
photography may reproduce the appearances of cutaneous eruptions in 
properly selected cases. Such illustrations really illustrate, and are of 
the greatest value in helping to make plainer the descriptions of disease 
found in the text. 

We note with especial satisfaction the wise conservatism of the 
authors in discussing the etiology of eczema. Under the influence of 
the teachings and writings of that indefatigable worker, Unna, and his 
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followers, there is a great and constantly growing tendency among 
recent writers to place this affection among the maladies due to micro¬ 
organisms; but we quite agree with our authors that the etiological 
relationship of the micro-organisms found in eczema is by no means 
yet determined, and that the causes of this protean affection are many 
and varied. 

In conclusion, we can heartily commend this treatise as one of the best 
in the language, and a reliable guide for the student and practitioner. 

M. B. H. 


Injuries to the Eve in their Medico-legal Aspect. By S. Baudry, 
M.D. Translated from the original by Alfred James Ostheimer, Jr., 
M.D., of Philadelphia, Pa. Revised and edited by Charles A. Oliver, 
A.M., M.D. With an Adaptation of the Medico-legal Chapter to the 
Courts of the United States of America, by Charles Sinkler, Esq. 
Philadelphia, New York, and Chicago : The F. A. Davis Co., 1900. 

As stated in the preface, this monograph was written with the idea 
of guiding the legal expert in trying cases where a profound knowledge 
of both the internal and external diseases of the visual apparatus is 
demanded, as well as to aid the ophthalmologist in estimating accu¬ 
rately the damage to the individual caused by injury. It contains a 
concise account of the traumatic lesions of the eye and its adnexa, 
especially from a prognostic stand-point. 

The book is very readable, and the translation, which the reviewer 
has had an opportunity of verifying, has been conscientiously per¬ 
formed. The editor has fulfilled his duties with his usual care, and 
the work deserves to be well received by the profession. W. C. P. 


Nervous and Mental Diseases: A Manual for Students and Prac¬ 
titioners. By Charles S. Potts, M.D. Philadelphia and New York : 

Lea Brothers & Co., 1900. 

In this small work the author has given to the student a clear, con¬ 
cise, and easily comprehended presentation of the subject of nervous 
and mental diseases. The different subjects are very thoroughly treated 
for so small a work. The treatment of many of the symptomatic dis¬ 
eases under separate headings adds to the value of the book. The 
neuron theory is accepted and made use of in describing the system 
diseases of the spinal cord. This, however, is of questionable value in 
a book of this size, inasmuch as it lends an element of uncertainty to 
many statements of little practical significance to the student. Wood’s 
classification of the insanities is given, this section being up to the stand¬ 
ard of the rest of the work. The book is well written, profusely illus¬ 
trated, thoroughly indexed, and printed on an excellent grade of paper. 
The busy practitioner or student whose limited time precludes the use 
of more extensive treatises will find in this one of the best of the shorter 
works on this subject. D. J. McC. 



